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DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN A 
Member of the Church of England 
es 1 
Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
Concerning the Repeal of the Teſt-Act. 


CHURCHM A N. 

AM glad to lee you, Sir; this 
is a Pleaſure 1 did not expect: 
LIE I thought you had reſolved 
Sn PE never more to viſit this wick- 

emen | 
Diſſenter. Some urgent Buſineſs call'd 
me hither. | 
Ch. Is it any thing I can ſerve you in? 

' Dif]. I believe you may, | 

At 5 Ch. 
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(2) 
Ch, You have always known me diſ- 
povd to ſerve you in any thing that's 
reaſonable, and have experienced it on 
ſome Occaſions. 

Diſſ. Nay, this is a Thing not only rea- 
ſonable, but I may ſay neceſſary allo ; the 
Honour of God is concern'd in it. 

_ Ch, Now you oblige me to inſiſt that 
you tell it me. = - 

Diſſ. T have known you long to be a 
Friend to Religion, altho? you are not in 
the perfect Way, and therefore I think I 
may venture to tell you the important 
Buſineſs Jam come upon, tho? 'tis a Se- 
cret that ſhould not be reveaPd till it is 
mentioned in the Parliament Houſe. 

Ch. What then, 'tis {ome political Mat- 
ter, I find! T thought it was ſomething 
wherein Religion was deeply concerned. 

Diſſ. And to it is, Mr. Churchman; 
Religion is alſo concern'd in it. 

Ch. If fo, why ſhould you make a Se- 
cret of it 'till the Parliament meets? 
that's a Method uſed when Jobs are to be 
done, and Things carried by Art and Sur- 


priſe; but Religion ſhould be uſed after 


2 fairer Manner. 


Diſſ. Oh, Sir! Satan is very buſy, and | 


his Servants are very buſy; they are very 
many alſo, and very zealous too: He 
hath Spies lurking in all Corners, to diſ- 
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cover and defeat the Purpoſes of good 
Men; and if we mix not the Wiſdom of 
the Serpent with the Innocency of the 
Dove, true Profeſſors will be run down, 
and the Wicked triumph ; theretore we 
cannot he too careful nor ſudden in our 


Doings, 
to be tery'd. | 

Ch. Very well, but now come to the 
Fouts. | 

Diſſ. Why you muſt know, Sir, that 


we have long lain under Perſecution on 
Account of our Religion, and can no 


longer bear it. 

Ch. Perſecution! we have none of it 
in England, and you would not have the 
Parliament adviſe the King to put it down 


in Popiſh Countries ? 

Diiſ. It would be, I own, a glorious 
Thing to fight God's Battles in a ſtrange 
Land, but this is not to be hoped for in 
our Days; I mean it not, I mean that 

we at home ſhould not be perſecuted. 


(. And how can you fay ye are? 
Difſ. Nay, how can you ſay we are not, 
when thoſe who are moſt godly are moſt 
diſcouraged. 
Ch. You mean, I ſuppoſe, by godly 
Men, Diſſenters of all Denominartions”? 


Diſſ. Miſtake me not, I do not mean 


the Papiſt, nor the Quaker, nor the Ana- 


B 2 baptiſt, 
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when the Cauſe of Religion is 


(4] 


baptiſt, nor the Socinian, nor the circum- 
ciſed Jew, nor- 


Ch. Oh! I know who you mean, the 
Pr esbiterian only. | 


Dif]. I do. | 
Ch, And pray, what Perſecution do 
they ſuffer in Fzxelazd? are they troubled 
for their Religion? may they not educate 
their Children their own Way? is not 
their Property equally ſecured to them, 
and by the ſame Laws as our on ? do 
we not love and eſteem, nay countenance 
thoſe among them that have Merit, in 
common with others? do we not inter- 
marry with them, and converſe neigh- 
bourly with them 2 do they not pr each 
and pray, plead at the Bar, ſerve in the 
Army and Fleet, and in Corporations, 
vote for Members of Parliament, and ſit 
in the Houſe, hold Civil Employments, 
follow their Trades and Merchandize 
equally with others? in a word, 1s there 
any Diſtinction made between them and 
us, except that they enter not our Pul- 
pits? if ſo, what Reaſon K. they to 
complain of the leaſt Hardſhip | 
Dil. Alas, Sir! it grieves 1 Heart to 
hear you run on at this Rate; not perſe- 
cuted! yes, I ſay, ſeverely perſecuted. 


Ch. Indeed I ſhou'd be glad to know 
wherein, 


Di. 


Dj, Why, do ye not exclude us from 
ſerving our Country? i 

Ch. In general 1 deny it, and have 
ſhew'd you ye are not; but now I per- 
ceive your Meaning fully, you would 
have the Teſt-Act repeaPd. Your talking 
of Periecution miſlead me. 

Dijſ. That is the very Thing; and 'tis 
a Scandal that ever ſuch an Act ſhould 
pais, whereby ſober, nay, I may ſay, the 
beſt Chriſtians are.diltinguith'd from their 
Countrymen, to their Prejudice. 

Ch. I don't fee the Prejudice you receive 
by the Teit-A&, for were it not in being, 
you would have as few Employments 
beſtow'd on you as now, and preſently 
Ill ſhew you why. But in the firit Place, 
I ſuppole ye are not uneaſy to be excluded 
from Employments of Trouble and no 
. 

Diſſ. There's no Occaſion to ask that 
Queſtion. 

Ch. Very well; then pray conſider the 
Smallneſs of your Number compar'd with 
that of the Eftabliſh'd Church; By the 
way, I ſuppoſe you think there ought to 
be an Eſtabliſhd Church? 

Dij]. I do; we all hold it. 

Ch. Tis fair to own it, ſince you find 


me building an Argument upon it; tho 


had you deny'd it, you muſt have given 
up 


(6) 
up the Churches of Scotland and Geneve, 
which J am jure you would be very un- 


willing to do. Bur to proceed, if there 


mult be an Eſtabliſſd Church, it muſt 
be eftabliſh'd and protected by Laws, 


which Laws you know are made by the 


Concurrence of Kings, Lords and Com- 


mons, and the Commons choten by the 


People. 

Diſſ. All this is true. et 
Ch. Laws therefore muſt be ſuppos'd to 
expreſs the general Senſe of the Nation, 
and the Church eſtabl:{h'd by Law to be 
the Genius of it. Thus the Bent of the 


Scots being Presbitery,we fee it eſtabliſh'd 


there, and thus the prevailing Diſpoſitton 


of the Exgliſhb being Epiſcopacy, we fee 
Epiſcopacy eſtabliſh'd here. Since this is 
the Cſae, 'tis reaſonable to think the 


Crown will always favour moſt ſuch Sub- 
jects as profeſs themſelves Members of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and conſequent- 
ly beſtow the valuable Employments on 


tuch only, eſpecially in England, where 


Bithops are counted a Support to Mo- 

narchy. What Advantage then would you 

get by repealing the Teſt? 5 
Dijſ. You argue very plauſibly, but 


there may be Reaſons for the Crown's 


acting otherwiſe, according to Circum- 


ſtances. 


Ch. 


("x9 
- Ch. Pray what are your's ? 

Dif]. Why, are we not a great Body 
in the Nation? are we not worth Re- 
gard, nay Courting? are there not Par- 
ties in the Land, Men oppoſite to the 
: Meaſures of the Court, Tories and High- 
church, with whom it we fhould join, 
the Government might be much diſtreſs'd? 

Ch. There is a Party indeed that en- 
deavour to diſtreſs the Government, be- 
cauſe certain Chiefs among them are out 
of Employment; and I have often heard 
you and your Friends exclaim againſt em 
for it, but would you act the fame Thing 
you condemn in them, nay join them 
£00 ? 1 

Diiſſ. Neceſſity may drive us to it. 

Ch. What Neceſſity? is Dominion 
founded in Grace? is it neceſſary to Re- 
ligion that ye ſhould have Places? 

Diſſ. You ſeem to think Places neceſſa- 
ry to Religion, when you confine them 
to thoſe of your own Church. 

Ch. While I think it right that there 
ſhould be an Eſtabliſh'd Church, I muſt 
think it neceflary that ſuch Perſons ſhouid 
be in Power who profeſs themſelves of 
that Church, and are to be ſuppos'd beſt 
inclin'd to ſupport it. This common 
Senſe teaches, and is no more than what 
Chriſtian States have done in all A_ 
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Even you yourſelves, when you were the 


 Eftabliſt*d Church, allow'd no Employ- 


ments to the Church of Egland, nor any 
inferior Sect, 


Diſſ. I can't deny it; but thoſe were 
perilous Times, and the Minds of Men 


much ulcerated againſt each other by 


mutual Jealouſies, Revenge, Seif-defence, 


and the like, We think otherwiſe now, 
and hope you will think fo too, when you 


reflect on our Loyalty to his late and pre- 


ſent Majeſty. 
Ch. You ſhew'd yourſelves ſo, becauſe 


your Intereſt' led you to it; your Pro- 


tection, not to mention your Expectations, 
made you fo, but not your Principles; 
tho?.T will do you the Juſtice to own, 


you are not ſo rigid to them as formerly: 
Nevertheleſs you will grant me, the Party 


whom you threaten to join with us'd you 
very ill when they were in Power, and 
indeed perſecuted you. 
Diſſ. They did indeed; yourſelves cry'd 
out upon it. q LE 
Ch. Did they not ſhut up your Churches, 
impriſon and hang your Miniſters in ſome 


Reigns, and take away your Schools of 


Education in another? | 
Dif. *Tis too . fad a Truth; we were 
made the Off- ſcowering of the Land. 


C. 


„ 

Ch. And have we not redeem'd you 
from all this ; to whom do you owe the 
Peace and Liberty you enjoy, but to us 
Whigs ? 7 | | 3» 

Diſſ. J confeſs, next under God, we owe 
it only to you. 

Ch. And do you then threaten us with 
joining with our Enemies ? You can't 
do it without putting the Power in the 
Malecontents and Tories Hands, for you 
ſee they are united in diſtreſſing the Go- 
vernment, and then you may expect the 
ſame Uſage from them again: The ſame 
Principles will produce again the ſame 
Practices: Remember you boaſt it was 
you who reſtor'd King Charles II. and re- 
member how you were rewarded for it. 

D:iſſ. We hope never again to ſee ſuch 
unrighteous Times, and are ſecure under 
a gracious Prince. 
Ch. He is indeed a moſt gracious 
Prince, but he is a wiſe one too, and will 
always conſider the Bent of his People's 
Inclinations, Beſides, you know our 
Princes are not abſolute, but muſt have 
the Concurrence of their Subjects in Mat- 
ters of Conſequence : Should ſuch a Hu- 
mour ſieze the Nation again, as reign'd 
in the Times we are ſpeaking of, the beſt 
inclind Prince would find it difficult to 
ſhew you Favour. | 

C Diſſ. 


. 10 
Ell! Di(ſ. But God is above all. 
{ji Ch. And fo he was when ye were per- 
5 ſecuted; but leave this Cant ing, it Men 
Fi | do fooliſh Things, God is not bound to 
i redreſs them in the Manner we could 
| is wiſh. I have often heard you ſay, the 
Kingdom of Chritt is not of this World; 
it ſo, why do you fay you are perſecuted 
' for not enjoying Employments ? 
D:ſſ. Rather why do you not let us 
have our Share of them ? 
Ch. I'll tell you when you have an- 
ſwer'd me a few Queſtions: Pray don't 
| you look upon yourſelevs to be righteous 
| Men, and zealous for Presbitery ? | 
ö Diſſ. You need not ask that Queſtion: ' 
Li I truſt you ſee it by our Behaviour: Were MF 
I we otherwiſe we needed not complain, 
[1s for we ſhould for our Intereſt comply | 
with the Eſtabliſh'd Church. | I 
Ch. And is it not the Duty of good 
Men, as they have Opportunity and 
Power, to advance the Religion they 
profels ? 
Di.. Doubtlels it is. | 
Ch. You think Presbitery the moſt 
true, and purer than Epiſcopacy ? _ _ 
_ Diſſ. Ah, would that all England open'd 
their Eyes! 
Ch. Will you deny then, that if you 
were in Power you would labour a per- 
perfect 
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perfect Reformation aſter your Man- 
ner? 

Diſſ. Deny it? No, it would be our 
Glory and Duty to labour it. 

Ch. I ask no more: If this would be 


the Caſe, 'tis equally my Duty to pre- 


vent your coming into Employment, for 
Power tollows Employment, and I might 


contribute by letting you 1n to eſtabliſh 


Presbitery, which Perſuaſion you know I 


am not of, 


Diſſ. Why cannot the Church of England 
remain ſecure, tho? we ſhould be admitted 


into Employmeats ? | 


Ch. This 15 an odd Queſtion from on 
who owns, if he had Power he would 
endeavour to ſubvert the Church, but 
whether it might or not, I am ſure the 
admitting you would occaſion much Di- 
viſion in the Miniſtry, Parſiament and 
Kingdom. There would be a perpetual 
Struggle, the one to maintain, the other 


to advance themſelves, and the mutual 


Jealouſies would be endleſs. What a 
Condition would the Nation then be in! 
We have already too much Diviſion among 
us, and we need not increaſe it. | 
Diſſ. But this would rather leſſen it, for 
by our hearty Conjunction we ſhould be 
ſtrong enough to ſuppreſs our mutual Ene- 
mies. 7 | 
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Ch No, Sir, it would on the contrary | 


increaſs our Diviſions, for aſſuredly we 
ſhould fall out among ourſelves, and you 
(it you had more Countenance than now 
you have) becoming more powerful, 
would on every Occaſion threaten to 
leave us, whereas now your weak Con- 


dition obliges you to ſtick cloſe to us for 


Protect ion. By your own Confeſſion you 
would not be ealy 'till you had reform'd 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church to your Mind ; 
And you would think it no unreaſonable 
Thing to frighten the. Adminiſtration in- 
to your Schemes, by menacing to join 
with the Malecontents, in caſe we did 


not comply with you, who no doubt 


would make you as flattering Overtures 
as King Charles did, to obtain your Con- 
ſent to his Reſtoration, or as King James 
did, to gain your Approbation of his diſ- 
penſing Power. | 

D. Conſider, Sir, we are Men of like 
Paſſions with yourſelves, and Ill-uſage 
may tempt the beſt Men to Reſentment ; 
We think we have a natural Right as 
Subjects to hold Employments, and tho? 
we enjoy the full Liberty of our Religion, 
and our civil Rights in common « 1th you, 
yet we have Families to provide for, and 
an honeſt Ambition to ſerve our Coun- 
try, which we are now debar'd from by 
this wicked Teſt-AQ. Ch. 


( 13) 


Ch. If the Want of a few Employ- 


ments js capable of tempting you to 


Faction, and to join with our common 
Enemies, you are not the godly Men 
you would have us take you tor; and as 
to a natural Right to bear Offices, I ne- 


ver heard of it only from yourſelves ; 


Naked we came into the World, and 
naked we muſt go out of it. Beſides, if 


this were true, there is not an individual 


Subject the King has, but may plead the 
ſame againſt his Neighbour, and ſo there 
would never be Peace upon Earth, We 


are born free, and have a natural Right 


to Liberty, and to the benevolent Offices 
of our Fellow Creatures, but to be born 
to a Right to Places 1s to be born to 


 Subjeftion rather than Freedom, and I 


doubt not but you would think fo too, if 
Employments yielded nothing for the 
Trouble of executing them, 

Diſſ. But when ſo conſiderable a Num- 
ber as we are find ourſelves by Law pre- 
vented from holding Employments, is it 


an equal Thing ? Is it not a Hardſhip 
that among the Variety of Employmencs 


we ſhould be admitted to nane, and put 


on a foot with Papiſts? 


Ch. States in the Affairs of the Pub- 


lick are to guard againſt any Perſuaſion 


whatever that may diſturb it, and you are 
1 5 5 not 
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not on the ſame foot with the Papiſt, who 


without renouncing their Religion can't 


be employ' d; but you, who are nearer 


to us in your Principles, and whom we 


look upon as good Friends (while under 
fome Reſtriction) as well as Proteſtants, 
may be and actually are admitted to 
Offices on eaſier Terms, wherefore your 
Caſe is not the ſame; but I ſuppoſe you 
will give me Occaſion to ſpeak more of 
this hereafrer. In the mean Time, what 
are the Numbers you boaſt of fo much ? 
By Computation you are not the fiftieth 
Man in the Kingdom, including all De— 
nominations of Diſſenters, and your- 
felves not the half of them, for the 
Quakers, Anabaptiſts, Fifth-monarchy 
Men, Sabattarians, Independants, Brown- 


its, Muggletonians, Seekers and Pierci tes, 


exceed you Presbiterians in Number, all 
whom I know you would be averſe to 
fee employ'd, and would if you were 
uppermoſt exclude, Now computing the 
Inhabitants of Exgland, excluſive of Pa- 
piſts, to be 7, ooo, ooo, the fiftieth Part of 
7,000,000 is but 140,000, out of which 
deducting the half for Diſſenters of other 
Denominations, you remain but 70,000, 
of which allowing five Souls to one Fa- 
mily, there remains but 14,000 (which 1s 
one Male of a Family, the reft being 

Women 
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(15) 
Women and Children) fit by Age to be 
employ'd in any Kind of Office; and of 
| theſe fourteen Men in twenty are unfit 
for publick Buſineſs, thro* the Narrowneſs 
of their Education, and the Vocations 
they follow, being chiefly Labourers, 
Farmers, Mechanicks, Merchants, and 
here and there a Gentleman; ſo that after 
all your boaſted Number there are but 
700 Perſons who receive this Injury. Now 
turn the Tables, and ſee how it ſtands 
with the Church of England: Deduct 
140,000 Diſſenters of all Denominations 
out of 47,000,000, and there remains 
6,860,000, of whom allowing by the 
{ame Proportion five to a Family, there 
remains 1372000 Heads of Families, and 
deducting 19 Meg out of 20, as in the 
former Caſe, there remains 68600 fit to 
be employ'd: What a Diſproportion is 
there between the Church of Exgland and 
the Presbiterians ! what is 700 to 68600 ? 
If theſe laſt have but an equal Right to 
Civil Employments with yourſelves, 
which you mult own they have (and I 
{ay more, by reaſon they are in Principle 
for maintaining that eltabliſh*'d Church 
which your good Men if in Power are 
bound to level with your own, if not 
ſuppreſs) would it be reaſonable, think 
you, to prefer you before them, when 
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616) 
every Presbitetian that can pretend to 
an Office has 98 Members of our Church 


to encounter ? 


Di. It the Diſproportiou you make 
between us and the Eſtabli ſn'd Church 
be as you ſay, your Argument is not to 
be deny'd, but I hope we are more in 
Number than that? 5 

Ch. A little more or lefs makes no great 
Difference, but if you are more, ſo may, 


for what I know, the whole Bulk of the 


People be, tho? I think my Comipu ation 
a fair one; but ſuppoſing I were miſtaken 
in the half, my Argument ſtill holds good. 

Diſſ. I think otherwiſe, for you have 
taken into your Number all the diſaffected 
Church of Exgland Men, all the Tories in 
the Nation, whom I hope not to ſee em- 
ploy'd. | 

Ch. And do you hope that, when you 
was juſt now ſo ready to join thsm ? 

Diſſ. That was only to provoke you to 


Jealouſy, by repreſenting what might 
poſſibly happen. 


Ch. In other Words, you would by 
Menaces gain what in Reaſon cannot be 


granted, but we know you too wiſe to 
abandon your real Friends for experienc'd 


Enemies. To ſay the Truth, it is this 


Love of worldly Goods that occaſions all 


the Buſtle, and we may have the Male- 
contents 
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Malecontents and Tories to- morrow, on 

Condition of employing them: When 

tis worth the while for the Government 

to gain particular Perſons 'tis done, but 

ſome ſtand on too high Terms, Thence 

comes all our Trouble. Yet ſhould you 

be unreaſonable, and remain diſſatisty'd 

when you have no Manner of Cauſe, they 

may chance to be let in, and then where 
are you? - ol, 

Diſſ. You have ſaid weighty Things, 
and have ever found me a rcaſonable 
Man, TI will conſider all you have told 
me, and talk it with my Friends: But I 
have one Objection more to the Teſt- Act, 
which lies heavy on my Spirit. 

C. What is it? I would ſatisfy you 
in every thing. 

Diſſ. It is the Scandal our holy Faith 
receives from the Profanation of its 
moſt ſacred Rite, the Sacrament of the 
Supper of our Lord, which all who enter 
upon Employments are obliged to receive: 
A crying Abuſe, to convert that Duty to 
a ſecular and political Purpoſe ! 

Ch. This ObjeaAton, which I expected, 
made me ſay that I tuppoſed you would 
give me Occaſion to ſpeak of your Ad- 
mittance to Employments under certain 
Reſtrictions, but J hope to clear it be- 
fore we have done, and in very few 
D Words, 


(18) 


Words. You know the Participation of 
this Sacrament is the diſtinguiſhing Mark 
oi all Chriſtian Churches, and has ever 
been ſo: By this you diſcern who are of 


your Church, and we who are of ours, 


and without it we ſhouid neither of us 
know who are of either. It is therefore 
no Crime in itſelf to diſtinguiſh our Mem- 
bers this Way, becaule all Churches do 
the ſame. But you will ſay it becomes 


a Sin, if we diſtinguiſh Men who aim at 
n Employments by it: Why fo? Are not 


they Members of our Church? At leaft 
they ought to be, and are ſuppos'd fo, 
elle Employments would not be beſtow'd 
upon them, tor the Intention of our Law 


is, that none but ſuch ſhould ſerve. 


What Harm is there then if Men, when 
rais'd to Offices, ſhould give that Token 

of their being Members of our Church, 
which they oughr and are ſuppoſed to 
per.orm fr equentiy at other Times? The 
Jaking the Sacrament is a Duty when 
out of Employment, why fhould it be a 
Scandal to take it when we accept one? 
How often have Perſons, defamed in their 
Reputation, taken it to clear themſelv es, 
yer was this ever condemn'd ? 


Dif. No, but by obliging Employ- 


ment Perſons to take it, many wicked 4 


Ones 


3 K 5 


AX © 
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He, 

ones approach it with unhallow'd Lips, 
to the Danger of their Souls, a 

Ch. This Objection ought rather to 
ariſe from ourlelves than from you, 
nevertheleſs none of ours make it, ex- 
cept profligate and weak Perſons, who 
either have no Mind to come to the 
Sacrament at all, or who have not 
conſider'd the Thing in its proper Light, 
but theſe I hope are few; ſome I fear 


there may be ſo profane, but this the 


Law cannot know; belides, they have 
all three Months Time to recollect 
themſelves, and many more Months 
ſpent in Perſuit and Expectation of 
their Preterments, Leiſure ſufficient to 
amend their Lives and come duly pre- 
pared; and if Men neglect this Duty 
at other Times, on Account of their 
habitual ill Lives, their performing it 
on this Occalion unworthily will add 
little to the Weight of their Sins, their 
Condition with reſpect ro God will be 
the lame. 5 


Diſſ. But before this Act the Miniſter 


mignt refuſe to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment to a known wicked Liver, which 
now he is obliged to give him, though 
he knew him ever ſo bad a Chriſtian, 
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gainſt as well as we, —— But ſpeak 
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Ch. This Objection ſhould come from 
our Clergy, if they thought it one, 
but not from you, who have nothing 
to do with whar paſſes in our Churches, 
yet I have heard none of them make it, 
neither indeed have I head of iuch Re- 


fuſal given before the Act was made; 


for how {ſhould the Miniſter know the 
State of his Soul who preſents himlelf, 
his Repentance and holy Reſolutions ? 
Men may have been wicked Livers, 
and yet touch'd with Remorſe hefore 
they came, and they may have appear'd 
good Men, though ſecretly vicious, nay 
guilty of ſome heinous Sin the very 


N ght before their communicating : 


This the Miniſter cannot know, but 
charitably o_ to hope the bett. — 
Theſe, my Friend, are. all Pretences, 


urg'd as I ſaid before by Men who de- 


{fire to go on in their evil Ways, and 


Neglect of the Sacrament, not offer'd 


out of a Regard to its Honour, which 


by keeping away they ſhew their Con- 
tempt of. I never heard 
think them of any Weight, eſpecially 


good Men 
conſidering that this Act is a ſpecial Se- 
curity againſt Papilts creeping into Offices, 
which T am ſure you would guard a- 


the 


6 
the Truth, are you not uneaſy to ſee your 
own People qualify themſelves this Way 
for Employments? 

Diſſ. To own the Truth, Iam, 

Ch. Why, I am ſorry you think ill of 
your own Friends tor qualitying them- 
ſelves thus, they who are [till ſober and 
religious Men. 

Diſſ. I do not think they do it againſt 
their Conſcience, but very unadviſedly 
and imprudently, for it weakens our 
Numbers, and gives others among us 
an Itch to follow their Example: Be- 
ſides, ir ſcandalizes many of us, who walk 
more ſteadily, | 

Ch. But you cannot blame us for en- 
dea vouring their nearer Relation to us, 
by inviting them over upon Terms 
which both we and they think lawful: 
This ſhews our Charity, and how little 
Diſtinction we make of you, which was 
what I intended to ſpeak of; but ſince 
you think your Members without Sin 
- | may occaſionally communicate with us, 


n | I need fay no more of it, only remember 
y. | that ſince every one of you, who is 
- | | occaſionally qualify'd in our Churches, is 
, on the ſame foot for holding Empioy- 
- | ments with ourſelves, you cannot fay 
c you lie under the leaſt Hardſhip, and N 
2 1 that 
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that they who refuſe to do it, while 
tis confeſt to be no Sin, ſet themſelves 
at ſuch a Diſtance from us, that it would 
be dangerous to employ them. 'There 
are ſome among you who hold our Church 
to be corrupt both in Government, Dis 


cip.ine and Liturgy, and who put the 


Church above the State, denying the 
King's Supremacy: We believe thoſe 
who approach our Communion are not 
of this Sort, but they who refule it mult 
be ſo, and therefore the Teſt-Act is 
really of uſe to diſtinguiſh who among 
you are good Subjects, and who other- 


wiſe, which is an Argument many of 


ours Will ule in Favour of the Teſt, who 


perhaps have not a ſufficient Regard tor 


the Church's Intereſt; ſo that you will 
find, whenever you attempt irs Repeal, 
a greater Oppoſition than you think tor. 
Have you any more Objections ? 
Diſſ. Truely I can think of none at 
preſent. 

Ch. Why then at your Return J hope 
you will fatisfy your Friends, 

D/7 You have lo fairly convinced me, 
that T ſſare you I will do my Endea- 


vour, ii I do not come too late. 
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( 23 ) 
Ch, Too late! What do you mean by 
that? 

Diff. Why, you muſt know it has been 
reſolved to ſollicit our Friends in Parlia- 
ment this Seſſion, to uſe all Manner of 
Means for repealing the Teſt; but I ſee 
there are ſuch Realons againſt it, that we 
can'c expect it, and it may do us more 
Harm than Good to ſtir in it. 

Ch. You may depend on it, *twill ne- 
ver ſucceed. There's no-body but ſees 
*tis Intereſt you have at Heart, and your 
Friends ſhould conſider, that to pretend 
Scruple of Conſcience in Matters where 
worldly Intereſt is at the Bottom, is 
unworthy of Chriſtians, and ealily ſeen 
thro”. 3 ts 
Difſ. I know it very well, and if th 
will follow my, Advice, the Deſign ſhall 
for the preſent drop. e 

Ch. Give me leave before we part to 
remind you of what I have been very 
credibly informed, namely, that when 
you apply'd for the Repeal of the Occa- 
ſional Bill, you aſſured the Government 


It was all you deſired, and it ſhould con- 


tent you. 
Diſſ. I confeſs ſome of our Chiefs did 
ſay ſo. | 
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Ch. It ſeems thoſe Chiefs have treache- 
rous Memories, if it be true, that they 
have labour'd an Agreement among you, 
to vote for no Whig next Election who 
ſhall oppoſe the Repeal of the Telt this 
Seſſion, which is another Piece of News 
I have learn'd. 

Diſſ. This T have heard, and did de- 
clare againſt ; I put them in Mind of the 
Frog and Log. | 


Ch. You needed not have gone to K. 


ſop for Arguments, your Party is not of 


ſuch Weight in the Scale; but this you 
might fairly have repreſented, that ſuch 
a Proceeding muſt inevitably loſe you 
the Friends you have,, and leave you 
without Protection on a Day of Trial. 


It will revive the Hiſtory of former 


Times, which cannot be for your Advan- 
tage, and it will expoſe you to the Bulk 
of the Nation for a reſtleſs, unreaſonable, 
ingrateful Party. Favour you will merit 
of none, the Contempt of all will fall on 
you. You will become a Faction, and 
were you to grow conliderable, the 
Friends of the Government, the Male- 
contents, and the Tories, would all con- 

cur 


(25 3 


cur to depreſs a Party which ſticks at 


nothing to advance itielf, and is no lon- 
ger ſure to any Side, than while they are 
humour'd, though their own {ſubſtantial 
Good, the Safety of the Government, 
and the Tranquility of the Nation is put 
in Compromiſe. Do I ſay true? 


Difſ. You are undoubtedly very kiad 
in dealing fo freely with me, and tho? I 
{till mult wiſh the Teſt-Act were repeal- 
ed, yet your Arguments for not attempt- 
ing it now are unan{werable ; It is no: 
poſſible we ſhould ſucceed, when ſuch as 
you who are a Friend to us are reſolv'd 
to oppoſe it: wherefore J ſhall labour all 
I can to get the Deſign ſuſpended, which 
*ris poſſible you may find, for we are 
ourſelves much divided concerning it. 


Ch. J am ſure they are the wilz{t Heads 
among you who are againſt it, and I 
doubt whether your Enemies are not at 


the Bottom ot this Affair; they may 


hope to ſerve themſelves by it, in ren- 
dcring the Nation jealous of your Friends, 
and ſo obtaining a Parliament to their 
Mind; but when that is done, depend 
upon it they will caſt you off, and then 
you may ſay with the two Kings of 
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B R E N TF OR D no Man elſe will take 


you, 


Diſſ. Well, Sir, I'll take my Leave of 
you, and loſe no Time in Town, for the 
Seſſion draws near, and 1 ſhall have a 
great many Journies to ride. I deſire the 


Continuance of your Friendſhip, and 
God be with you. 


0 2 Adieu, Sir. 
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